
FORESTNEWS
Fire Safe Demonstration Garden Ready For Viewing

Under the auspices of our Pebble Beach 

fire department and the Community 

Services District, we have completed 

planting our own Fire Safe Demonstration 

Garden. It is located on the south side of 

the Fire Station along Forest Lake Road 

and is now ready for viewing and walk-

throughs.

While we are primarily interested in the 

‘Fire Safe’ aspects of landscape planning 

and plantings, this demonstration garden 

will have other important features. For 

example, we want to promote development of a healthy forest and therefore will 

make use of local native plants for several good reasons. Native plants grow better in 

their local habitat, and as a result, generally need less water. Once established, native 

Storage Solutions & PODS In The Del  Monte Forest

There is a saying that we Americans love 

to collect “stuff”, that sometimes we 

have so much “stuff” that we 

fill our garages with it and 

park our cars in the street or 

driveway because there is 

no room left in the garage! 

We are also entrepreneurs 

and seeing a need for a 

solution to the mounting piles 

of “stuff” collected by Americans, huge 

storage parks have sprung up across the 

country where we can rent additional 

space to store our extra “stuff.” Another 

recent innovation is PODS or Portable 

On Demand Storage. PODS have been 

popping up recently in various locations 

in the Del Monte Forest as people remodel 

their homes or clear out their “stuff”. The 

original idea behind PODS was that you 

called, they came and dropped off the 

storage unit, you filled it up and they took 

it away to their storage facility or delivered 

it to your new location if you were moving 

house or relocating.  

However, the PODS in the 

Del Monte Forest have been 

staying in driveways longer and 

longer and to most people they 

are a complete eyesore on the 

landscape. Some have even 

been dropped off in the street. 

If you have a PODS in your driveway and 

it is filled with your “stuff,” please call the 

PODS people and have it taken away for 

storage. If you are under construction, 

please make sure the PODS is removed 

promptly at the end of construction. 

Please be considerate of your neighbors, 

a PODS is not a full-time storage facility 

to be parked forever in your driveway, it 

should be a temporary solution to your 

storage problems, not a permanent part 

of the landscape.
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The beautifully landscaped Fire Safe  
Demonstration Garden is ready for viewing.



Next meeting July 28th, 4:00 p.m., PBCSD Boardroom

Meets as an Ad Hoc committee of Traffic & Safety 

Contact DMFPO Office for the next scheduled meeting date

Traffic and Safety
 • Working with Monterey County concerning PODS 
 • Will now meet quarterly    

Land Use/Subdivision
 • Working on tree removal permit issues with the County

Neighborhood Representatives
 • Addressing members concerns re: garbage cans left on roads

Membership
 • Reports 191 new members so far this year... and counting!

Website
 • Check www.dmfpo.org for new additions added routinely 

DMFF Elects  New
Officers

The board of directors of the 
Del Monte Forest Foundation 
has elected the following 
officers for the year 2009:    

        James J. Hill – President  

        John R. Sanders  – Vice President 

        Cindy Zoller Silver  – Secretary 

        John Bailey – Treasurer

Other board members include:             
     Lynn Carmichael    Jim Sullivan

    Bill Conners     Dan Wilkes

    Jeffrey Froke     Lawrence Wilsey

    Rick Srigley     Rick Verbanec

The Del Monte Forest Founda-
tion acquires and manages 
lands dedicated to open 
space and greenbelt within the 
Del Monte Forest.  If you are 
interested in learning more 
about the Foundation, please 
e-mail us at:
 info@delmonteforestfoundation.org

by Cindy Zoller Silver, Secretary, DMFF

Fire Safe Demonstration Garden Ready For Viewing (Continued from Page 1)

plants are more drought resistant. Furthermore, native plantings 

have a higher degree of compatibility, avoiding the crowding or 

smothering-out behavior of non-native invasive plants. Far too 

many local landscape nurseries carry varieties of non-natives and 

invasives which we recommend avoiding (for example, Genista 

or French Broom and a number of acacias).

Another major reason for this demonstration garden is for 

landscape education and planning. We encourage you as 

owner and resident to visit this site and take a pamphlet with 

recommendations for your landscaping. We also suggest bringing 

your landscaper/gardener with you to help plan your own yard.  

The pamphlet will also have CALFIRE suggestions for where and 

how to plant the various shrubbery and trees on your property to 

maintain fire safe distances from house and buildings.

The Fire Department and Pebble Beach Company perform 

a significant amount of fuel reduction in various areas of  

the forest each year as part of the Fire Defense Plan. Fuel 

reduction around homes is as important a component of the 

plan as is removing dead fuel from the forests. The demonstration 

garden is an excellent tool, therefore, to teach homeowners 

various methods of landscaping that are attractive as well as 

fire safe. By following the basic guidelines demonstrated in the 

garden, one can achieve beauty and peace of mind knowing that they have done their part to protect 

themselves and their neighbors.

Last but not least, native plants as are found in the Fire Safe Garden provide exceptional benefits to native 

wildlife; and while deer-resistance is a big factor in species selection, many of the flowering native plants are 

especially attractive to local songbirds, butterflies and beneficial insects.

You are invited to stop-by at your convenience to learn more about our Fire Safe Demonstration Garden.

by Gerald Verhasselt, Chair, Open Space Advisory Committee

 

Gang Awareness Special  Presentation

5

The thoughtfully designed and carefully 
planted Fire Safe Demonstration Garden 

educates residents in the use of 
drought-tolerant, non-invasive native plants.

Sunday, July 19, 2009    2 – 3:30 p.m.

Pebble Beach Community Services District
(adjacent to the Fire Station at Forest Lake and Lopez Roads)

The DMFPO Board of Directors, in response to DMFPO members' requests,
welcomes the Monterey County Joint Gang Task Force to present 

a full program of its compelling and informative educational 
outreach to DMFPO members and their friends and relatives.

Call the DMFPO office 373.1618 to confirm the number attending,
or email: office@dmfpo.org.




