
• � DMFF thins overcrowded, small pines during late fall 
and winter. This season, we’ll be removing the non-
local source trees from a common garden test plot 
established six years ago as part of research into 
the genetic architecture of Monterey Pines.

• � November is a great time to use cut stem chemical 
applications to control invasive trees and shrubs like 
eucalyptus, the five kinds of acacia growing in the 
forest, and even large genista (aka French Broom).

Plant Maintenance and Planting

• � If it is still dry in November, give your plants one 
more drink of water.  As dry as it was this year, DMFF 
made one last deep watering of tree seedlings in 
early autumn to assure they would make it through 
to the rains.

• � Clean up old leaves under fruit trees and roses to 
cut down on disease problems.

• � Plan where and when you will be planting for next 

year’s growth and prepare the area now by weeding 
it, adding compost, and lightly mulching it.

There is still time to spread wildflower seeds, plant  

bulbs if you act fast, and get small shrubs and trees 

planted in December and January. DMFF will be 

planting more than 500 trees as well as many native 

understory plants over the next few months on 

specifically identified sites on its Navajo, Pescadero 

Canyon, Crocker Grove, Indian Village and S.F.B. 

Morse Reserve open space parcels. With luck, by 

planting small, healthy plants at the right time in a 

rainy winter, we’ll reduce or eliminate the need for 

supplemental watering next summer!

With a To-Do List like that, maybe it’s time to switch 

back to that Savor the Moment mode?!

by Steve Staub, Forestry Consultant, DMFF

This is the third report of  the proceedings of the “Forests for All “ conference  presented by the Willis W. and Ethel M. Clark 

Foundation designed to help understanding the forest and its related problems. Foresters, Michael Brandon (Carmel),  

Eric Love (PBC), Robert Reid, (Monterey), and Steve Staub, (DMFF) participated in this discussion.
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The Monterey Pine forest is the largest remaining stand 

of native trees in the world. Its range incorporates all 

the Monterey Peninsula from East Monterey to just past 

Carmel. It has dwindled from an original 15,000 acres 

to a remaining 3,000 acres. How much wil l remain 

after proposed developments and the impacts of 

f i re and other fragmentation take place is not as yet 

determined.

Foresters representing this area discussed the basics of 

open space management. These include the protection 

of native flora and fauna, the removal of non-native 

invasive plants, the restoration of ecological balance 

in areas where it has been altered and the protection 

of natural areas where they now exist. Other key 

responsibil ities include consideration for human safety 

especially where hazardous conditions occur or where 

property is threatened.

PBC’s forester, Er ic Love, pointed out that in addition the 

overr iding objectives that direct his operation are the 

open forest itself, the 72 miles of roads, the protection 

of natural resources such as the Huckleberry Hil l area, 

the intensively used areas such as the points of interest 

along 17 Mile Drive and the developed areas such as 

residential lots and the resorts and golf courses.

The single most important document which applies to 

our forest is the Del Monte Forest Land Use Plan which 

was prepared and enacted to ensure the protection and 

enhancement of the overall environment and to balance 

land uses, public access and government cooperation 

for future planning and development. The Open Space 

Advisory Committee, consisting of naturalists and 

representatives from the Del Monte Forest Foundation, 

the Del Monte Forest Property Owners and the Pebble 

Beach Company, identif ies environmentally sensitive 

habitats and makes site specific recommendations for 

the overall maintenance of the Forest.

Many documents and agencies at all levels of 

government have set standards for the management of 

the forest such as environmentally sensitive habitat by 

the California Fish and Game, the USD Fish and Wildlife 

Service and water and marine environments by the 

California Coastal Act. In addition, many county and 

state regulations govern your Forest.

by June Duran Stock, board member: DMFF and the Clark Foundation


